Prose Romance : Baadin
but in the Akhyayika, the' chapters are called Ucchvasas and tke metres employed are Vaktra and Aparavaktra. While an Akhayayika must bear some distinctive marks of the author and must be narrated by the hero himself, there is no such restriction for a Katha. The distinction may .be dismissed as being merely nominal and theoretical, as it has not been strictly followed in any prose work and as some eminent authors in Alankara like Dandin have discarded the classification as meaningless and have held that Katha and Akhyayika are synonymous titles t for the same class of work namely tales in prose.
Dandin
Dandin has been credited with three Works tha Dasakumara Charita, a prose romance, the Kavyadarsa, a treatise on Alankara and a third work which has been variously guessed to be Mricchakatika, Chando* vichitti, Kalapariccheda, Dvisandhana, Avantisundari* katha and so on. The fact that the Dasakumara Charita and the Kavyadarsa belong to the identical author has also been disputed by some on the ground lhat some rules of composition laid down by him in his work on poetics are found violated in his prose romance. This is no strong evidence since it is possible that this divergence is due either to the usual difference between literary theory and practice or to the refinement in taste and ideas that might have come upon Dandin'in the later years, when he probably composed the Kavyadarsa. We have no conclusivers have written their, gloss,
